Some possible longer-term ocular changes following excimer laser refractive surgery.
While the short- and medium-term refractive and acuity results of excimer laser refractive surgery may now be generally satisfactory, the relatively brief history of the procedures involved (around 10 years or less) means that those concerned with eye care must remain vigilant to the possibility of longer-term problems. This paper reviews some relevant studies of potential post-surgical effects, including imperfect corneal healing and recovery of innervation, reduced corneal sensitivity and dry eye problems, changes in corneal rigidity leading to slow refractive change, possibly misleading reductions in measured intraocular pressure, and retinal and vitreous pathology.